Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.051; wR factor = 0.136; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0. 
In the title compound, C 8 H 20 N + ÁC 20 H 15 O 4 À , the benzoate anions are connected by multiple intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming columns propagating along [110] . The hydrogen bonding can be described by two rings with R 2 2 (22) and R 4 2 (28) motifs. In the crystal, the tetraethylammonium cations are situated between these columns and are linked to them via C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions.
Related literature
Molecules possessing multiple donors or acceptors have long been used to construct different framework structures, which could interpenetrate and/or include guest molecules, see: Batten et al. (2000) ; Liu et al. (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Batten et al., 2000; Liu et al., 2001 ).
In the title compound, the T-shaped 2-(bis(4-hydroxyphenyl)methyl)benzoate anions are connected by four intermolecu- In the crystal the tetraethylammonium cations are situated between these columns, and are linked to the the carbonyl O atoms of the anions via C-H···O interactions (Table 1) .
Experimental 2-(bis(4-hydroxyphenyl)methyl)benzoic acid (0.25 mmol, 80.0 mg) was dissolved in a water-ethanol (1 ml / 2 ml v/v) mixture. Tetraethylammonium hydroxide (0.3 mmol, 189.4 mg) was then added. The mixture was set aside for several weeks after which colourless crystals were isolated.
Refinement
The C-bound H-atoms were included in calculated positions and treated as riding atoms: C-H = 0.93, 0.96, 0.97 and 0.98 Å for CH(aromatic), CH 3 , CH 2 and CH(methine) H-atoms, respectively, with U iso (H) = k × U eq (parent C-atom), where k = 1.5 for CH 3 H-atoms and k = 1.2 for all other H-atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of the molecular strcuture of the title compound, showng the numbering scheme and the displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. 
